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Supplementary Reading

This is a list intended to provide additional material to dive deeper into the respective topic of 
the SDG, as well as to support students when working on case studies and tasks.
For all readings, links are provided for easy access. Furthermore, those that are freely 
available with a common creatives licence and/or in another way useable without restrictions,
are added to this section as downloadable files.

1.1 An introduction to the SDGs:

- United Nations System Staff College. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

—A Primer (PDF, 2 pages – ©UNSSC) Retrieved from: 
http://www.unssc.org/sites/unssc.org/files/2030_agenda_for_sustainable_developme
nt_kcsd_primer_en.pdf   

- The full resolution text TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD: THE 2030 AGENDA FOR
- SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - A/RES/70/1. Available at: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
- General information on SDGs from the UN official website: 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ ()
- UN Statistics (2017). The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017. Available at: 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport
2017.pdf, © United Nations (64 pages). 

1.2. Definition:
- Watts, N., et al. (2018).The Lancet Countdown on health and climate change: from 25

years of inaction to a global transformation for public health. Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)32464-9     (© 2017 Elsevier Ltd)
- Seidman, G. (2017). Does SDG 3 have an adequate theory of change for improving 

health systems performance? US National Library of Medicine, J Glob Health, Vol. 7, 
No.(1). Available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5441444/ (CC BY
4.0)

- Government of South Australia & World Health Organization (2017). Progressing the 
Sustainable Development Goals through Health in All Policies: Case studies from 
around the world. Adelaide: Government of South Australia. 
http://www.who.int/social_determinants/publications/progressing-sdg-case-studies-
2017.pdf?ua=1 (CC BY-NC-ND 2.5 AU)

- Vinje, H., Langeland, E. & Bull, T. (2016). Aaron Antonovsky’s Development of 
Salutogenesis, 1979 to 1994. Handbook of Salutogenesis. In: Mittelmark MB, Sagy S,
Eriksson M, et al., editors. The Handbook of Salutogenesis [Internet]. Cham (CH): 
Springer; 2017. Chapter 4. Available at: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK435860/ (CC BY-NC 2.5)

- United Nations (2017). Good Health and Well-Being: Why it Matters. Available at: 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/
ENGLISH_Why_it_Matters_Goal_3_Health.pdf (© United Nations).

- Focus maternal mortality: Clark Callister, L. and Edwards, J. (2016). “Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Ongoing Process of Reducing Maternal Mortality” In: 

http://www.unssc.org/sites/unssc.org/files/2030_agenda_for_sustainable_development_kcsd_primer_en.pdf
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ENGLISH_Why_it_Matters_Goal_3_Health.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ENGLISH_Why_it_Matters_Goal_3_Health.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK435860/
http://www.who.int/social_determinants/publications/progressing-sdg-case-studies-2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/social_determinants/publications/progressing-sdg-case-studies-2017.pdf?ua=1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5441444/
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)32464-9
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2017.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2017.pdf
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


JOGNN, 46, e56–e64; 2017. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jogn.2016.10.009 (© 2017 
AWHONN, the Association of Women�s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses. 
Published by Elsevier Inc.)

- Focus maternal mortality: Monitoring Health for The SDGs – Annex A – Summaries of
selected health-related SDG indicators (2017). Retrieved from:
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2017/
EN_WHS2017_AnnexA.pdf?ua=1 (34 pages).

- United Nations Economic and Social Council (2018). Progress towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals - Report of the Secretary-General (©United Nations)

- Bissio, R. (2018). UN SDG progress reports: how statistics play favorites. 
- The Global Health Observatory (GHO) is WHO’s portal providing access to data and 

analyses for monitoring the global health situation. See: http://www.who.int/gho/en/, 
accessed 18 March 2017

- Sarin, N.S.; Pisupati, B. (2018). Achieving the Sustainable Development Goal on 
Health (SGD 3). FLEDGE, India. Available at 
http://fledgein.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Achieving-SDG-on-Health-SDG-
3.pdf.pdf (© FLEDGE, 2018).

1.3. Best practices
- UN Statistics (2017). The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017. Available at: 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport
2017.pdf, © United Nations (64 pages).

- Penfold, E. (2015). Are the new health development goals realistic? (© 2018 World 
Economic Forum) Available at: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/09/are-the-
new-health-development-goals-realistic/

- WaterAid (2018). Transforming health systems: the vital role of water, sanitation and 
hygiene. Available at: https://washmatters.wateraid.org/publications/transforming-
health-systems-the-vital-role-of-water-sanitation-and-hygiene (© WaterAid, UK)

- Abbott, P., Sapsford, R. and Binagwaho, A. (2017). “Learning from Success: How 
Rwanda Achieved the Millennium Development Goals for Health” In: World 
Development Vol. 92, pp. 103–116, 2017. Retrieved under: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2016.11.013     (© 2016 Elsevier Ltd.).
- Inter-agency  Task  Force  on  Financing  for  Development  (2018).

Financing for Development:  Progress and Prospects 2018.  Available
at: https://developmentfinance.un.org/iatf2018 (© United Nations 2018)

- Global Civil Society Report on the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs: Reshaping 
governance for sustainability -Transforming institutions – shifting power – 
strengthening rights (2019): 
https://www.2030spotlight.org/sites/default/files/spot2019/Spotlight_Innenteil_2019_w
eb_gesamt.pdf     (© Spotlight)

1.4. Exercises:
- Cordon, O. (2016). Roadmap for Localizing The SDGs: Implementation and 

Monitoring at the Subnational Level. (Copyright © 2012 UN-Habitat – But: We invite 
all local and regional governments and their associations to freely use this material to 
support their work in achieving the SDGs). Retrieved at: 
https://unhabitat.org/roadmap-for-localizing-the-sdgs-implementation-and-monitoring-
at-subnational-level/ ,44 pages. (This roadmap aims to support local and regional 

https://unhabitat.org/roadmap-for-localizing-the-sdgs-implementation-and-monitoring-at-subnational-level/
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jogn.2016.10.009


governments and their associations to implement and monitor the SDGs and to influence 
national policy-making with a view to creating an enabling environment for action at local and 
regional level. The roadmap will also be a useful resource for national policymakers, 
international organizations, civil society organizations, academia and anyone involved in the 
implementation and monitoring of the SDGs.)

- Food and Agriculture Organisation (2018). Sustainable Development Goal 3. (© FAO)
Available at: http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/goals/goal-3/en/. 

- Benson Wahlén, C. (2017). Achieve Gender Equality to Deliver the SDGs. (© IISD 
2018). Available at: http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/achieve-gender-
equality-to-deliver-the-sdgs/

- World Health Organization – WHO – (1948). Constitution of WHO: principles. 
Available at: http://www.who.int/about/mission/en/ (© WHO 2018)

- Pan American Health Organization – PAHO – (2018). SDG – PAHO/WHO Scientific 
and Technical Material. Available at: PAHO:http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=13128&Itemid=42303&lang=en (© Pan 
American Health Organization.). (An example of a regional application of SDG3 through 

the respective regional body PAHO). 
- An example of a national health literacy assessment: Budhathoki, S. S., Pokharel, P. 

K., Good, S., Limbu, S., Bhattachan, M., & Osborne, R. H. (2017). The potential of 
health literacy to address the health related UN sustainable development goal 3 
(SDG3) in Nepal: a rapid review. BMC Health Services Research, 17, 237. 
http://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-017-2183-6. Available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pmc/articles/PMC5369219/ (CC BY SA 4.0 - http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/
4.0/)

- Chakradhar, A.; Pisupati, B. (2018). Localising the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs): Options for India. Available at: 
http://fledgein.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Localising-the-SDGs-Options-for-
India.pdf (© FLEDGE, 2018) (a report on SDGs focusing on how they can be localised at 
village level in India that includes a matrix providing indicators per SDG target. The Ministry of 
Panchayat Raj (Government of India) will be using the framework as a part of developing the 

village level development plans.)
- United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP) (2017). Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific 2017: Measuring 
SDG progress in Asia and the Pacific: Is there enough data? Available at: 
http://www.unescap.org/publications/statistical-yearbook-asia-and-pacific-2017 (© 
2017 United Nations) 

- World Health Organisation (2018). World Health Statistics 2017 – Monitoring Health 
for the SDGs. Available at: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272596/9789241565585-eng.pdf?
ua=1 (CC-BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo).

- World Health Organisation (2017). World Health Statistics 2017 – Monitoring Health 
for the SDGs. Available at: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/255336/9789241565486-
eng.pdf;jsessionid=CAE4ECD6459B08EA78FD83DD8D83D93B?sequence=1 (CC-
BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo).

- Green Growth Knowledge Platform (©2012-2018):
o The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) (2018). Measuring 

what matters in agriculture and food systems: a synthesis of the results and 
recommendations of TEEB for Agriculture and Food’s Scientific and Economic

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/255336/9789241565486-eng.pdf;jsessionid=CAE4ECD6459B08EA78FD83DD8D83D93B?sequence=1
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http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13128&Itemid=42303&lang=en
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http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/goals/goal-3/en/


Foundations report. Geneva: UN Environment. Available at: 
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/resource/measuring-what-matters-
agriculture-and-food-systems

o TEEB (2018). TEEB for Agriculture & Food: Scientific and Economic 
Foundations. Geneva: UN Environment. Available at:  
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/resource/teeb-agriculture-food-
scientific-and-economic-foundations

o European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2017). Available at: 
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/resource/2017-joint-report-
multilateral-development-banks-climate-finance

o UN environment inquiry (2018). Greening the rules of the game - How 
Sustainability Factors Are Being Incorporated Into Financial Policy and 
Regulation. Available at: http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/resource/
greening-rules-game-how-sustainability-factors-are-being-incorporated-
financial-policy-and

- Pisupati, B.  (2018) Supporting Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs): Options for 
Informed Reviews. FLEDGE, India. © FLEDGE, 2018. Available at: 
http://fledgein.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/VNR-Review-FINAL.pdf 

- Carius, Alexander; Daria Ivleva, Benjamin Pohl, Lukas Rüttinger, Stella 
Schaller, Dennis Tänzler and Janani Vivekananda 2018: A Foreign Policy 
Perspective On The Sustainable Development Goals. Berlin: adelphi.
https://www.adelphi.de/en/system/files/mediathek/bilder/A%20Foreign
%20Policy%20Perspective%20On%20The%20Sustainable%20Development
%20Goals%20-%20Brief%20-%20adelphi.pdf
https://www.adelphi.de/de/system/files/mediathek/bilder/A%20Foreign
%20Policy%20Perspective%20On%20The%20Sustainable%20Development
%20Goals%20-%20Annex%20-%20adelphi.pdf     You may reproduce and share the 
licensed material if you name adelphi as follows: "© adelphi, CC-BY ND 4.0"

- German Development Institute. NDC-SDG Synergies. URL:  
https://klimalog.die-gdi.de/ndc-sdg/synergies/Average/14

- SDG Center for Africa. Reports. URL:     https://sdgcafrica.org/reports/  
- Global Taskforce 2017. Resources. URL: 

https://www.global-taskforce.org/resources
- The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and ReAct (2019): When the Drugs Don’t 

Work – Antibiotic Resistance as a Global Development Problem. URL: https://
www.daghammarskjold.se/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/amr-sdg-final-web.pdf 
(Copyright 2019 © Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation)

Case Studies

The Case studies to be prepared by students or groups of students aim at highlighting the 
successes and failures of SDG 3 on a project level as well as provide a means of how 
students can learn more actively about the SDG. Apart from the first one outlined below 
(where we can only provide the link to the document), all other case studies can be found 
attached to this part under files:

o Innovation for Sustainable Development: Local Case Studies from Africa 

(PDF, 62 pages, 10 case studies), available at 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?
page=view&type=400&nr=35&menu=1515 
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o CS_SDG 3_Afghanistan (PDF, 9 pages, 1 case study)

o CS_SDG 3_Bolivia (PDF, 9 pages, 1 case study)

o CS_SDG 3_Guinea_Bissau (PDF, 9 pages, 1 case study)

o CS_SDG 3_Malawi (PDF, 9 pages, 1 case study)

o SA_SDG 3_Rwanda (PDF, 14 pages, 1 case study)

o Country Success Stories SDG 3 (PDF, 14 pages, 9 stories)


